CLASSIC CRIMES
persons having soot on their feet." She smelt soot at the time.
She saw no marks of blood, but one mark of a naked foot.
The old man stood beside her all the time, and when her job
was done and she was going downstairs to empty the pail, he
bade her leave it where it was. "He spoke only once, when I
was going away. He catched a grip of me by the hand and put
his hand on my waist, and said I was a nice girl." He then .gave
her sixpence for her trouble and dismissed her. She told her
mother, who said she must hold her tongue "for fear she
might get into some hobble about it." Mrs. Jane Pollock or
Brown corroborated her daughter's evidence. Now if, as the
Herald averred, little Mary were telling lies, she was surely an
artist in fiction: the passage which I have italicized, if in-
vented, is a masterstroke.
The three Crown experts were re-examined with reference
to the medical features of the Statement. These were entirely
consistent with all the appearances observed by them. The
wounds on the face might have been received v^hile the
deceased was standing; they would fell and stun her. The
other injuries were inflicted while she lay on the floor* Dr.
Macleod still stuck to the evidence of a struggle, which he said
he observed in the kitchen: there was nothing else he saw
contradictory of the Statement. Certain of the Briggate
tenants, from whom on the Monday old Fleming had collected
rent, stated that he then wore his best black clothes, not those
he wore "for ordinary,** that his manner was "raised like,"
and they thought something had happened to agitate him.
Daniel Paton, clothes dealer, denied the fact, sworn to by
Fleming at the trial, that he had sold to him an old brown coat.
Much evidence was given by the friends and neighbours of the
prisoner to the effect that she was of a very mild, gentle, and
kindly disposition, neither thriftless, extravagant, nor prone to
ctrink; and that she was a woman who, in the quaint Scots
phrase, "enjoyed** but poor health.
Mrs. Mary Smith, re-examined, said that the prisoner and
the deceased were almost like sisters* Jess often told her how
she was tormented by old Fleming and could not get quit of
him. She frequently said he wanted to marry her; she seemed
disgusted by his attentions. On the last occasion of their
meeting, a fortnight before her death, witness said: "She was
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